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Acronyms and Abbreviations  

ABP An Bord Pleanála 

AWEA American Wind Energy Association 

BAI Broadcasting Authority Ireland 

CAP23 Climate Action Plan 2023 

CDP County Development Plan 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CLO Community Liaison Office 

CRM Collision Risk Model  

cSACs Candidate SACs 

CSO Central Statistics Office 

DOEHLG Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government 

EDs Electoral Divisions 

EHSRs Essential Health and Safety Requirements 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

ELF Extremely Low Frequency 

EMF Electromagnetic Field 

EMP Emergency Response Plan 

EPA Environmental Protection Agency 

EPS Emergency Power Supply 

ERP Emergency Response Plan 

ESB Electricity Supply Board 

EU European Union 

EWC European Works Council 

EWEA European Wind Energy Association 

FWD Falling Weight Deflectometer survey 

GSI Geological Survey Ireland 

GVA Gross Value Additional 

HSA Health and Safety Authority  

HSE Health Service Executive 

HV High Voltage 

IARC International Agency for Research on Cancer 

ICNIRP International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection 

IFI Inland Fisheries Ireland 



















https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/314271
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EIAR Topic Company Name and Qualification 
Years 

Relevant 
Experience 

provides GIS expertise for multidisciplined projects, supporting the variety of disciplines at SLR with 
expertise in data capture, management, analysis, and visualisation.  
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Type of Stakeholder Body Department 

Fáilte Ireland 

Gas Networks Ireland 

Geological Survey of Ireland 

Health Service Executive 

Iarnród Éireann 

Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Irish Farmers Association 

Irish Peatland Conservation Council 

Irish Parachute Club 

Irish Raptor Group 

Irish Red Grouse Association 

Irish Sports Council 

Irish Water 

Irish Wildlife Trust 

National Trails Office (Now Sport Ireland Outdoors) 

Office of Public Works 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

Teagasc 

TETRA Ireland Ltd. 

The Arts Council 

The Heritage Council 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Údarás na Gaeltachta 

Waterways Ireland   

Telecommunication / 
Aviation 

Arra Communications 

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 

BT Communications Ireland Ltd 

Commission for Communications Regulation 

Digiweb Dublin Offices and Data Centre 

Dublin Airport Authority 

Eir 



INTRODUCTION 1 

 

Knockanarragh Wind Farm Ltd 
Counties Meath and Westmeath 
Proposed Wind Farm and Associated Infrastructure 

 

1-28 
March 2024  

 

Type of Stakeholder Body Department 

ESB Telecoms 

Irish Aviation Authority 

Irish Broadband/Imagine 

Premier Broadband 

Ripplecom 

RTE / 2RN 

Telecommunications Section, An Garda Siochána 

Three 

TowerCom Ltd. 

TV3 

Vodafone 

Wireless Connect Ltd. 

EIA Scoping Conclusion 

1.79 Consultation was carried out with several stakeholders, including Westmeath County 
Council, Meath County council, An Bord Pleanála. Government departments, Non-
Governmental Organisations, telecommunications providers, aviation organisations, local 
councillors, community groups and local residents. Their comments and feedback were 
addressed by subsequent project design iterations and subsequently into the EIAR. 

1.80 Pre-planning consultation meetings were held with both Westmeath County Council and An 
Bord Pleanála to determine the key points and potential impacts of the Proposed 
Development and to inform the assessment methodology in this EIAR. 

Table 1-5: Summary of Scoping Responses and Actions 

Stakeholder Summary Response Action 

Transport 
Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII) 

TII noted that the site adjoins the N52 national road and 
highlighted policy concerning access to national roads.    

TII requested that the Applicant carry out consultations 
with Local Authority/National Roads Design Office 
regarding the N52 Cavestown to Kilrush Scheme.  

Meetings with the Roads Design Office subsequently took 
place. During these meetings it was requested that:  

Grid connection and cable routing to be developed to 
safeguard the N52 realignment road scheme.  

Methods/techniques for any works traversing/in proximity 
to the national road network were agreed in principle. The 
Applicant was also asked to consider whether a Road 
Safety Audit is required for any of the temporary works 
proposed. 

2no. meetings held with 
Local Authority/National 
Roads Design Office  

Design amendments were 
carried out to facilitate further 
setback of turbines.   

There was also agreement in 
principle on depth/design of 
cabling at tie ins were made. 
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particularly visible from specific viewpoints listed in the MCDP. Additionally, the Council 
highlighted the need to consider the impact on architectural heritage and national 
monuments in proximity to the Proposed Development Site. Overall, the Council stressed 
the importance of comprehensive planning and environmental assessments to ensure the 
Proposed Development is aligned with local and national guidelines. 

Pre-application consultation meetings with An Bord Pleanála 

1.87 In the pre-application consultation meeting with An Bord Pleanála on the 22nd of October 
2022, several items were raised concerning the Proposed Development. The Board 
emphasised the need for clarity on policy objective CPO 10.143 and Ministerial Direction.  

1.88 Questions were raised about the environmental impact, particularly concerning large-scale 
commercial peat extraction, tree felling, and effects on native woodlands. The Board also 
inquired about logistical challenges with respect to the TDR, such as access points and 
narrow bridge crossings, and the prospective applicant's engagement with local councils 
and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII). 

1.89 The Board advised the Applicant to consider visual and hydrological impacts, especially 
given the site's proximity to Meath County Council's administrative area. Points were also 
raised on potential impact on nearby national monuments and archaeological sites.  

1.90 The Board requested further consideration of environmental risks, including impacts on 
aquatic environments and local flora and fauna, in compliance with the Water Framework 
Directive. The Board also recommended that the EIAR outlines the carbon resources 
required for construction and the anticipated carbon savings.  

1.91 Finally, the Board indicated that the project's Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) 
status would be determined at the end of the pre-application process and advised keeping 
the current pre-application case open for ongoing consultations and updates. 

Second Pre-application Consultation Meeting with An Bord Pleanála 

1.92 A second pre-application consultation meeting with An Bord Pleanála was held on 6th March 
2023. 

1.93 During this meeting the Board's representatives raised several points relevant to the 
Proposed Development. The Board sought clarity on the approach to design flexibility of the 
proposed turbines and advised that the development would likely constitute strategic 
infrastructure. The Board also queried whether scoping responses had been provided by 
Westmeath County Council's Road Design Office.  

1.94 The Board advised the applicant to provide rationale for the approach to the biodiversity 
Chapter of the EIAR in the context of the submission made by the NPWS regarding 
nocturnal bird surveys. Additionally, the Board inquired about the response from the TII on 
the new proposed access point on the N52. Finally, the Board indicated that the applicant 
should proceed with the assumption that potential design options will be assessed in the 
EIAR, as there is no clear commencement date for relevant provisions in the Planning and 
Development Maritime Valuation (Amendment) Act, 2022. 

SID Pre-Application Closure and List of Prescribed bodies 

1.95 The SID pre-application consultation was closed on 24th August 2023. A list of prescribed 
bodies was provided by An Bord Pleanála. The prescribed bodies which have been 
provided are as follows: 





https://knockanarraghwindfarm.ie/




http://www.knockanarraghwindfarmsid.ie/
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Figures  

Figure 1-1: Site Location 

Figure 1-2-a, b & c: Site Layout Plan 

Figure 1-3: Turbine Delivery Route 
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(Refer to EIAR Volume III for Appendices) 

 

 

 

 


