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10. Cultural Heritage 

10.1 Introduction 

This archaeological impact assessment (AIA) was undertaken with regard to a proposal to construct a 110kV 

substation, wind farm collector cable and access track, and undergound 110kV grid connection cable.    A full 

description of the proposed development, development lands and all associated project elements is provided in 

Chapter 2 of this EIAR. This chapter assesses the impacts on archaeology and wider cultural heritage from 

elements of the project for which development consent is being sought and all other associated project 

components including the consented Dernacart Wind Farm. 

10.1.1 Competency of Assessor 

This assessment has been prepared by Maurice F Hurley DLitt, MA, FSA, MIAI.  Maurice has 35 years experience as 

a professional archaeologist. His career developed in tandem with the changing focus of Irish archaeology and his 

experience includes pioneering work on projects such as Director of the Cork-Dublin gas pipeline archaeology 

(published 1987). He was City Archaeologist for Waterford (1987-1991) and later Cork City where he undertook 

several major excavations, all of which are published. Maurice Hurley was the first Chairman of Institute of 

Archaeologist of Ireland Archaeologist. He served as a member of the Heritage Council of Ireland from 2000 to 

2008, where he was Chair of the committees on archaeology and architecture. He served as a member of the 

Royal Irish Academy, National Committee for Archaeology (1996-1999).  

 

Since 2005 Maurice Hurley runs his own archaeology consultancy practice. He specialises in the 

Archaeology/Cultural Heritage components of Environmental Impact Assessments and in urban archaeology, 

where he has particular expertise on the complex interface between development and archaeology in the 

planning process. In recent years much of his focus has been centred on renewable energy projects, initially 

windfarms and more recently solar energy developments. 

10.2 Methodology 

This study is produced to assess the archaeological and cultural heritage resource of the route and surrounding 

environs.  

The study is informed by documentary and cartographic research and an examination of available aerial 

photographs and by an inspection of the entire route in early February 2024.   

10.2.1 Desk study 

Consulted sources include;  

¶ National Monuments Act, 1930 to 2014; (A bill aimed at modernising the legislation governing national 

monuments and heritage sites has passed all stages in the Oireachtas. The Historic and Archaeological 

Heritage Bill 2023, once enacted, will replace the National Monuments Act 1930, and subsequent amending 

acts.  In the meantime, the standing Acts provide for the protection of archaeological sites, monuments, 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2023/2/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/2023/2/
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artefacts and shipwrecks that are listed in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP). This list is updated as 

and when previously unrecorded archaeological sites are discovered. 

In Counties Offaly and Laois archaeological sites dating from Mesolithic period (7,000 B.C) to more recent 

historical times (generally 1700AD but some may be of more recent date) are represented in the 

archaeological record. 

¶ The Planning and Development Acts, 2000 (as amended); 

¶ Heritage Act, 1995 (as amended); 

¶ Frameworks and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1999, (formerly) Department 

of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht, and Islands. 

¶ Details of stray finds recorded from the Study Area as detailed on the NMI online database hosted on 

Heritage Maps were consulted should be noted that this online database is partial only and current to 2010, 

and additional finds may have been registered for the Study Area in the interim. The finds included on the 

online NMI database include cremated bone (NMI Reg. No. 1975:264ς65), a replica gold brooch (NMI Reg. 

no. 1983:1) and human remains (NMI Reg. No. E585). 

¶ Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2000 and 

the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000. 

¶ Cartographic review including all editions of the Ordnance Survey maps and aerial photographs; 

¶ Offaly Council Development Plan 2022-2028 and Laois Development Plan 2021-2027. 

¶ The Record of Monument and Places (RMP). These files are based on the pre-existing Sites & Monument 

Record (SMR) and information from completed county archaeological inventories. As such it records known 

upstanding archaeological monuments, their location (in cases of destroyed monuments) and the position 

of possible sites identified as cropmarks on vertical aerial photographs; 

¶ EPA (2022). Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports.  

 

10.2.2 Legislation And Guidelines For The Protection Of Heritage  

The Minister of the Department of Housing, Heritage & Local Government  has a responsibility to protect the 

archaeological heritage and to exercise powers of preservation under the National Monuments Acts, taking 

account of the European Convention for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage. The protection of the 

archaeological heritage is provided for using the following four statutory designations:  

¶ National monument in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister for Housing, Heritage & Local 

Government or a Local Authority.  

¶ National monument subject to a Preservation Order (or temporary Preservation Order). Register of 

Historic Monuments (RHM).  

¶ Record of Monuments and Places (RMP).National Monuments 

¶ National Monuments in State Care: Ownership and Guardianship 
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10.2.2.1 National monument in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister for HHLG or a 

Local Authority 

Section 16 of the National Monument Act, 1930 provides that where the Minister is the owner of a National 

Monument then the Minister shall admit the public to enter on and view such monument upon payment of such 

(if any) admission charge and subject to such conditions and limitations as the minister shall prescribe. Section 11 

of the 1994 Act provides that the Minister may acquire by agreement or compulsorily any monument that is in 

his or her opinion a National Monument or any part of such monument. The provisions of Section 14 of the 1930 

Act regarding prohibition of injury to National Monuments which apply to National Monuments subject to a 

Preservation Order apply similarly to National Monuments of which the Minister is guardian. Section 12(1) of the 

1930 Act provides that the Minister shall maintain a National Monument of which he or she is the guardian. 

According to the National Policy on Town Defences (2008), within the meaning of the National Monuments Acts, 

all town defences are considered National Monuments by reason of the historical, architectural, and 

archaeological interest attaching to them. This status relates as much to their protection as to the nature of 

consent and management of works on, or close, to them.  

 

10.2.2.2 National Monuments with a Preservation Order or Temporary Preservation Order 

Where it appears to the Minister that a monument, considered to be a National Monument, is in danger or is 

actually being destroyed or falling into decay the minister may by preservation order or temporary preservation 

order, undertake the preservation of the monument. A temporary preservation order will remain in force for six 

months and then expire, however it is an indication of additional sites that are considered as being national 

monuments.  

10.2.2.3 National Monument in Local Authority Ownership/Guardianship  

Monuments which may be defined as National Monuments are also in the ownership or guardianship of Local 

Authorities which have similar responsibilities under the National Monuments Acts (1930-2004) to the DAHG. 

These monuments are not included in any specific dataset. Each Local Authority will make a determination 

whether the preservation of a monument in its ownership/guardianship, is a matter of national importance 

because of the archaeological, architectural, historical, traditional or artistic importance attaching to that 

monument. There are no definitive lists of these sites available; such determinations are generally made on a site-

by-site basis as the need arises.  

10.2.2.4 Record of Monuments and Places  

Archaeological monuments are protected under the National Monuments Acts 1930- 2004. Section 12 (1) of the 

1994 Act provides that the Minister shall establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the 

Minister believes there are monuments, such record to be comprised of a list of monuments and relevant places 

and a map or maps showing each monument and relevant place in respect of each county in the State. This is 
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referred to as the Record of Monuments and Places and monuments are entered into it are referred to as 

Recorded Monuments. Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that where the owner or occupier (other than the 

Minister) of a monument or place included in the Record, or any other person proposes, to carry out, or to cause 

or permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such monument or place, he or she shall give notice in 

writing to the Minister of the proposal to carry out work and shall not, except in the case of urgent necessity and 

with the consent of the Minister commence the work until two months after the giving of notice. This time will 

allow the National Monuments Service to consider the proposed works and how best to proceed to further the 

protection of the monument.  

10.2.2.5 The Register of Historic Monuments  

The Register of Historic Monuments was established under Section 5 of the National Monuments Act 1987. This 

ƭƛǎǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻ 

entered in the Register. Section 5(8) of the 1987 Act provides that where the owner or occupier (not being the 

Minister) of a historic monument or archaeological area entered in the Register, or any other person, proposes 

to carry out, or cause or permit the carrying out of, any work, at or in relation to such a monument or area then 

he or she shall give notice in writing of the proposal to the Minister and shall not, except in the case of urgent 

necessity and with the consent of the Minister, commence the work until two months after the giving of the 

notice. 

10.2.2.6 Protected Structures 

A protected structure is defined in the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act 2000 as any structure 

ƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ wŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ όwt{ύΦ 

Section 57 (1) of the 2000 !Ŏǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άΧǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ 

protected structure, shall be exempted development only if those works would not materially affect the character 

of (a) (b) the structure, or any element of the structure, which contributes to its special architectural, historical, 

ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ wt{ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ 

buildings and items listed in every County Development Plan and Town Development Plan. RPSs are designated 

as part of the Development Plan process, either during a review of the county Development Plan or as a variation 

of the plan. Each owner and occupier of a protected structure is legally obliged to ensure that the structure is 

protected/ conserved. The protection, unless otherwise stated in the RPS, includes the exterior and interior of 

the structure, the land lying within its curtilage (boundary), any other structures and their interiors within the 

curtilage, plus all fixtures and fittings which form part of the interior or exterior of any of these structures By 

definition, a protected structure includes the land lying within the curtilage of the protected structure and other 

structures within that curtilage and their interiors. The notion of curtilage is not defined by legislation, but 

according to Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2004) and for the purposes of 

this report it can be taken to be the parcel of land immediately associated with that structure and which is (or 

was) in use for the purposed of the structure. The attendant grounds of a structure are lands outside the curtilage 
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of the structure but which are associated with the structure and are intrinsic to its function, setting and/or 

appreciation. The attendant grounds of a country house could include the entire demesne, or pleasure grounds, 

and any structures or features within it such as follies, plantations, lakes etc. 

Moreover, policies for both the archaeological and architectural heritage are conveyed in a series of specific 

published guidelines. This chapter is prepared having regard to the following guidelines:  

¶ Framework & Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, (Department of Arts, 

Heritage, Gaeltacht & the Islands, 1999).  

¶ Policy & Guidelines on Archaeological Excavation, (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht & the 

Islands, 1999).  

¶ Architectural Heritage Protection, Guidelines for Planning Authorities, (Department of the 

Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2004). 

 

10.2.3 Scope of Assessment 

This study provides an overview of the cultural heritage features of the proposed substation site and 

underground cable route, and used the following sources.  

10.2.3.1 Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) 

This record was established under Section 12 (1) of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994. It lists all 

monuments and places believed to be of archaeological importance in the County. The numbering system consists 

of two parts: the first part is the county code (WA for Waterford) followed by the Ordnance Survey map number 

(six inch to the mile scale); the second part is the number of a circle surrounding the site on the RMP map, e.g. 

OF033-09 refers to circle 09 on OS sheet 033 for County Offaly. Th area within the circle is referred to as the Zone 

of Archaeological Potential (ZAP) or zone of notification for that site. Its diameter can vary depending on the size 

and shape of the site but it averages out at approximately 180m. The RMP for Counties Offaly and Laois were 

published in 1995.  

10.2.3.2 Sites and Monuments Record Database of the ASI  

The purpose of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) is to compile a baseline inventory of the known 

archaeological monuments in the State. It contains details of all monuments and places or sites known to the ASI 

which pre-date AD 1700, and a selection of monuments which post-date 1700. The large record archive and 

databases resulting from the survey are continually updated. This database, complete with maps, is available for 

consultation via the NMS website at www.archaeology.ie  

  

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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10.2.3.3 The topographic files of the NMI  

The topographical files for the townlands within the study area were searched. The topographic files hold 

information on finds of archaeological objects sorted by townland and are presented in the Heritage Maps 

(www.heritagemaps.ie).  The online database presents only information to 2010, and additional finds may have 

been registered in the interim. 

10.2.3.4 Offaly Development Plan 2021-2027 and Laois Development Plan 2021-2027 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ 

ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

protection of the archaeological heritage, including the protection of monuments listed in the Sites and 

Monuments Record and Record of Monuments and Places, by preservation in situ, or in exceptional cases, 

preservation by record.  

Of particular relevance to the site under review is Objective BHP 22 of the Offaly Development Plan wherein it is 

stated;  

It is Council policy to protect the industrial heritage of Offaly, including mills, historic industrial buildings, canals 
and historic bridges. 

 

Objective AH 4 of the  Laois Development Plan states that; 

In areas of archaeological potential, where groundworks are proposed, ensure that all works are undertaken to 
the highest standard and the resultant information made publicly available. Developers will be required to have 
regard to Archaeology and Development: Guidelines for Good Practice for Developers in planning and executing 
development in sensitive areas. The Council favours the preservation in-situ of archaeological remains, where 
areas of archaeological potential are located in town centres or villages, preservation of archaeological remains 
by record will be considered.  

 

10.2.3.5  National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)  

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage was set up under the Convention for the Protection of the 

Architectural Heritage of Europe or the Granada Convention of 1985. It was established on a statutory basis under 

Section 2 of the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1999. The work of the NIAH involves identifying and recording the architectural heritage of Ireland, from 1700 

to the present day, in a systematic and consistent manner. It is divided into two parts; The Building Survey and 

Historic Garden Survey (www.buildingsofireland.ie). The main function of both is to identify and evaluate the 

{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ and conservation.  

Under Section 53 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, all structures considered of regional, national or 

international importance within the survey are recommended for inclusion in the Record of Protected Structures 

by the Minister for Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht. If this is not adopted by the local authority, the reasons must 

http://www.heritagemaps.ie/
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be communicated to the Department. The Building and Historic Garden Survey for Counties Offaly and Laois are 

available online.  

10.2.4 Statement on Limitations and Difficulties Encountered 

No difficulties were encountered during the assessment process. 

 

 

10.3 Baseline Environment 

10.3.1 Mapping Overview 

The mapping to accompany the text is presented as follows; Figure 10.1 places the site within its geographical 

location, Figure 10.2 presents the 10.85km long underground cable (UGC) route. Due to the linear nature of the 

proposal, the route has been subdivided into six individual units and the key to these is presented on Figure 10.2. 

Working from west to east, detailed maps are presented as follows; Figures 10.3 and Figure 10.4 present the 

western area followed by Figure 10.5 which is a vertical aerial image on which the archaeological sites listed on 

the Sites and Moments Record (SMR) are indicated by red dots and structures listed in the National Inventory of 

Architectural Heritage (NIAH) are indicated by blue dots. Figure 10.6 corresponds approximately to the area 

shown on the aerial photograph as it was recorded in the early to mid-nineteenth century on the first edition 

Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch scale map.  

 

The mid-section is presented in a similar format with Figures 10.7 and 10.8 presenting the route and Figure 10.9 

with SMR and NIAH detail and Figure 10.10 being first edition OS map. 

 

The details of the eastern length are presented in Figures 10.11 and 10.12, with the SMR and NIAH information 

on the aerial image (Figure 10.13) and the first edition OS map on Figure 10.14.  

 

The rational for presenting the Site in six units arises from the length of the proposal and the rational for 

juxtaposing the aerial image and the first edition OS maps is for ease of explanation with particular emphasis on 

the re-purposing of the redundant Grand Canal as roadways in the twentieth century. Many of the features of the 

route relate to the former canal. Inserts showing details from the 1910 edition of the Ordnance Survey maps are 

overlaid on the first editions maps by way of clarification of the evolution of features that emerged or changed in 

the latter half of the nineteenth century.  
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The photographs (Plates 10.1-10.19) are laid out from west to east by reference to the subsection maps, i.e. Plates 

10.1-10.7 relate to the western length (Figures 10.3 and 10.4); Plates 10.8-10.14 relate to the central portion 

(Figures 10.7 and 10.8) and Plates 10.15 to 10.19 relate to the eastern section (Figures 10.11 and 10.12).  

 

Figure 10.1 Site Location 
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Figure 10.2 Site Plan of Grid Connection from Dernacart Substation to Bracklone Substation 

 

 

Figure 10.3 Section 1 of UGC route 
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Figure 10.4 Section 2 of UGC route 

 

 

Figure 10.5 Recorded Monuments and Features (within Sections 1 & 2 of the UGC route) 

 
Note: Aerial photograph with the red dots indicating the location of Recorded Monuments and blue dots 
indicating the location of features/structures listed on the National Inventory of Architecture (NIA), see Table 10.1 
and 10.2 for details. The location of the proposed substation and UGC route are shown by the yellow dashed line   
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Figure 10.6 First edition OS map with the R432 running E-W central to the map 

 

Note: The large area of bogland to the northwest (upper left) can be seen as a relatively featureless area by 

contrast with the former extensive designed landscape of Garryhinch Demesne 

 

Figure 10.7 Section 3 of UGC route 
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Figure 10.8 Section 4 of UGC route 

 

 

Figure 10.9 Recorded Monuments and Features (within Sections 3 &4 of the UGC route) 

 

Note: Aerial photograph with the red dots indicating the location of Recorded Monuments and blue dots 

indicating the location of features/structures listed on the National Inventory of Architecture (NIA), see Table 10.1 

and 10.2 for details 
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Figure 10.10 First Edition OS map with insert from second edition OS map showing the complicated of roads 

and canal and aqueduct at Blackhall Bridge 

 

 

Figure 10.11 Section 5 of UGC route 
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Figure 10.12 Section 6 of UGC route 

 

 

 

Figure 10.13 Recorded Monuments and Features (within Sections 1 & 2 of the UGC route) 

 

Note: Aerial photograph with the red dots indicating the location of Recorded Monuments and blue dots 

indicating the location of features/structures listed on the National Inventory of Architecture (NIA), see Table 10.1 

and 10.2 for details 
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Figure 10.14 First edition OS map with inserts from Second edition OS map showing the railway bridge 

named Ballymorris Bridge over the Canal (now Canal Road) and Lock Bridge and Goods Shed named at the 

junction of Canal Road and Lea Road 

 

 

 

 

Plate 10.1 Looking NE at the forestry plantation and grassland to the NW of the proposed substation 
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Plate 10.2. Looking S/SE. The forestry is planted in former bogland and pasture land is on reclaimed bog 

 

 

 
 

Plate 10.3 Deep water-filled ditched and regular drains characterise the forestry areas but much of it 

impenetrable 
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Plate 10.4  Looking N from the R423 over the field where the substation is proposed 

 

 

Plate 10.5The substation site is flanked by laneways to the east and west with parallel deep water filled 

ditches and an area of forestry and scrub on the eastern side of the substation site 
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Plate 10.6  Looking E from Garryhinch Crossroads along the R423 which runs on a low ridge flanked by many 

houses. Garryhinch Demesne lies to the south of the road (right) 

 

 

Plate 10.7 The entrance gateway to Clonyhurk Church (NIAH 14933007) and graveyard. A post box (NIAH 

1493309) is located in a wall at the opposite side of the road close to the crossroads 
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Plate 10.8 . Kilnahown Bridge (NIAH 14933012 and RPS 52-05 Offaly & 825 Laois) looking S. The low parapet 

walls have ashlar block coping stones. The bridge spans the River Barrow which is the boundary between 

Counties Offlay and Laois 

 

Plate 10.9  Looking S from Kilnahown Bridge. The cable trench is likely to be drilled from the adjoining field 

deep beneath the riverbed, therefore a working area for the drilling is likely to be created in the land beside 

the roadway 

 






































